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THE  chief object in publishing the present edition is to 

render th e work more accessible and useful to those 

who visit the eastern coast of Yorkshire during the 

summer months. The arrangement has therefore in 

some degree been altered, and several corrections and 

additions have been made. The original number of 

plates has  been reduced; a new and more accurate 

map has been given, together with facsimiles of four 

monuments supposed to have stood in the choir of the 

Priory Church, and referred to in the former edition.  

 

BURLINGTON , 

February, 5th , 1835. 
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PREFACE TO THE REPRINT . 
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THE  Rev. Marmaduke Prickett wrote òAn Historical and Architectural 

Description of the Priory Church of Bridlington, in the East Riding of the County 

of Yorkó in 1831. He revised and republished the book a s òHistory of the Priory 

Church of Bridlington, in the East Riding of the County of York ó in 1836. This is 

a reprint of the 1836 book. The original is out of copyright and the material wi ll 

remain in the public domain.  

There are several other reprints of t his work  but most are composed of the 

scanned pages of the original document  and, as such, contain black specks, 

blurred text, faded sections and other imperfections. This version is a complete 

reconstruction of th e text and is reformatted to A4  size. The rendering of much of 

the old style of the text was problematic but the original form has been 

successfully recreated using the symbols av ailable on a modern keyboard.  

Some explanation of the spelling and accentuation of the original should be 

given. The La tin sections use the style in vogue at the time of writing that 

disti nguishes between long and short vowels. This is not always done today, so 

the extra accents on the long vowels are confusing, especially as their use is far 

from consistent. For instance,  òquodó, òqu¸dó and òqu¹dó all occur. Spellin g is 

inconsistent in other ways , such as the use of òjó in Latin  e.g. òcujusó and òcuiusó 

are both there . The English sections also have inconsistent spelling e.g. òabbiesó 

and òabbeysó, òDomesdayó and òDoomsdayó. The ligatures  òÞó and òïó are widely 

used in the Latin . Many sections are littered with  abbreviations and a variety of 

devices is employed to indicate them: sometimes a full stop, sometimes an 

apostrophe and often overlined text . Superscript is also use d for abbreviation, but 

sometimes also used for no reason at all. An old symbol found in a monumental 

inscription seems to have been written in by hand  by the original printer . The 

symbol òó seems a fair  representation . 

In all cases, I have tried to recreate the original spelling  and punctuation , 

no matter how strange it seems to the modern reader. In a few instance s, there 

are errors that have to be typographic; these have been corrected. However, the 

vast majority of the inconsistencies have to be assumed to have been made by the 

original writers and so have been left unaltered . Readers should feel free to point 

out any corrections needed, (if they are distinguishable from the original authorsõ 

intention ). The illustrations are the originals so , inevitably , some of the 

inscriptions  below the pictures are faded. Free PDF scans of the original book are 

available for scrutiny on several Internet sites.  
 

Mike Thornton  

 Thornholme, East Yorkshir e 

  April, 2016  
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THE  attention of some of the most distinguished  individuals, both in Church and 

State, has been drawn to the present condition of the Parochial  Churches 

throughout the kingdom, and the liberal donations of pious individ uals have, in 

many  instances, co-operated with the provision recently  made by the Legislature, 

in order to meet the  wants of an  increasing population, and to carry  on repairs, 

which long neglect has accumulated  upon the present generation.  

 The object, the refore, of thi s and of similar  publications which have 

lately appeared, is not  merely to gratify the student of Architecture and  

Antiquities; but also to call the attention of  those who are locally or officially 

connected with  each particular church, to th e expediency of their  general 

improvement and restoration by every  practicable means. It is a vain and idle 

excuse, too often originating in hostility or indifference  to the cause, that since 

much is to be done, and  we cannot do all that is required, there fore we are 

justified in doing nothing. At the same time  it must be allowed, that a task of no 

ordinary  difficulty has, in many cases, been imposed upon  us by the negligence of 

our predecessors in not  repairing, duly and regularly, the sacred edifices  

entr usted to their charge.  

 The Church of Bridlington is under peculiar  disadvantages in this 

respect. It was at the same  time a parochial and a conventual Church, and,  being 

appropriated to one of the richest monasteries in Yorkshire, displayed, in the 

magnit ude of its proportions and architectural decorations,  a magnificence 

corresponding to the elevated rank  of the ecclesiastical establishment to which it  

belonged. When, however, the Monastery was  dissolved, its ample revenues were 

scattered with  an unsparin g hand; and in no similar instance,  perhaps, was the 

wealth, which had been bequeathed for pious uses, torn from the Church  with so 

little regard to secure a suitable provision  for the future wants of the parish.  

 During the existence of the Monastery, the  western part, or nave, of the 

ancient Priory  Church was assigned to the use of the town,  while the monks 

performed their devotions in  the eastern part of the fabric .* At the dissolution, 

the western part of the ancient edifice was  accordingly suffered to remain, and 

the rectorial  tithes were sold to a layman, subject to the payment of eight pounds 

a year to a Perpetual  Curate, who should òperform divine service, and  have the 

charge of souls within the parish. ó 

 This remaining portion of the ancient Convent ual Church, in its present 

condition, is calculated  to excite mingled feelings of regret and admiration.  Its 

original features may still be distinctly traced,  in spite of the neglect and oblivion 

                                                           
* òThe seyd Church ys divided the on part for the Pryory and Covent, and the nether part for the 

Parysshe Church.ó 

Survey of Bridlington Priory, taken 32 Hen. VIII.  
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to which they  have been consigned for the space of three centuries;  but in order to 

put this beautiful specimen of Gothic architecture in complete repair,  by a 

judicious restoration, means would be required which the Church of Bridlington 

no longer  possesses. How far the voluntary contributions  of the Parishioners,  

aided by a grant from the  òSociety for Building and Repairing Churches, ó might 

be capable of effecting this most desirable  object, the Author does not pretend to 

determine.  

 Of the materials of the following work little  can be said likely to be  

interestin g to the generality o f readers ; and to those who are familiar  with the 

original sources of information common  to this and similar publications, the few 

remarks  which can be made offer nothing new. There  are only two MS. 

volumes,ñone an original, the  other an abstract, if not a copy, ñfrom which  those 

emin ent antiquarians Dugdale and Bur ton derived the chief part of their 

information respecting the Priory of Bridlington: ñthe former  of these MSS. is 

the Register of the Priory now  in the possession of Sir Willi am Ingilby, Bart. ; and 

the latter, the transcript of a Chartulary of the  Priory, the same most probably 

which is enumerated in Tanner õs List of Records relating to  this Monastery and 

there entitled òCartularium  penes Ric. Malleverer Bar. ó These two sources of 

original information appear to have supplied  materials for the notices of the 

Priory of Bridlington in the Monasticon Anglic anum of Dugdale, and the 

Monasticon Eboracense of Burton.  To these may be added some additional 

materials  for this history to be  found in the shape of original  letters, and other 

documents, deposited in the  British Museum ; in the Bodleian Library, Oxford;  in  

the University Library, and in the Library of  Trinity College, Cambridge ; or in 

the collections  of private individuals. Of co urse the casual  notices of this 

Monastery, in common with others,  interspersed throughout the National 

Records, recently published, must not be omitted ; and, in  particular, the Survey 

of Henry the Eighth õs Commissioners, prior to the dissolution , preserved among 

the Records in the Chapter House, Westminster. There is scarcely anything to be 

met  with more recent than the works of Dugdale and  Burton, as to the history of 

this Priory, except  the scanty hints to be gleaned from the notice  taken of the 

Town in s ome local topographical  works, which repeat the same facts with little 

or no variation.  

 The only work, except the present, which has  been expressly devoted to 

an illustration, not,  indeed, as in this case, of the Ecclesiastical only,  but also of 

the Civil  History of the town, is a  small volume published on the spot in 1821, 

and entitled òHistorical Sketches of Bridlington, by  John Thompson .ó The author 

of this little work  has the merit of being the first inhabitant of the  place who 

endeavoured to illustrat e and make known the antiquities of the town, and the  

present work has been undertaken with a similar  intention. It is but just, here to 

acknowledge, that the Author of the present work is indebted  to Mr. Thompson 

for the first intimation of the  existence of the very interesting document 

published, by Mr Caley õs kind permission, in the  Appendix, and  that he  is 

indebted to the book  before alluded  to for  the knowledge of some  facts, although 

in all cases the original authorities  have been carefully consulted.  

 To John Caley, Esq. F.S.A. the Author is  indebted for his liberality in 

furnishing Messrs.  Storer, the engravers, with drawings of the  Priory seals:ñto 

Thomas Rickman, architect, for  his kindness in looking over the architectural  

part of this work, and f or several useful suggestions: ñto the Rev. Bulkeley 

Bandinel, D.D.  keeper of the Bodleian Library, for his very  valuable assistance in 
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decyphering the Dodsworth  MSS:ñto Walter Calverley Trevelyan, Esq ., of 

University College, Oxford, for presenting to  this  work the plate of the ancient 

sculptured  Stone (Pl.  ix .) originally engraved at his expense  for the Transactions 

of the Antiquarian Society  at Newcastle:ñto Sir W. Ingilby , Bart . for  permission 

to inspect the MS. Register of the  Priory in his possession:ñto Eustachius 

Strickland, Esq. of York, for a transcript of that part of  the Torre MSS. which 

relates to Bridlington: ñto Robert Nairne, Esq. and the Rev. T. Greenwood, of 

Trinity College, Cambridge; to the  former for the researches made in the British  

Museum, and to the latter for the use of his  MS. collections respecting the 

monastic orders:ñand to David Taylor and George Hodgson,  Esqrs., two of the 

Lords Trustees of the Manor  of Bridlington, for some information  from  original 

papers in the Town Chest.  

 Tr inity College, Cambridge,  

   January  1, 1831. 
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THE  ancient history of the English Church, as is well  known to all who have 

studied the subject with any degree  of attention, is intimately connected with the 

history of the  monasteries. In many cases, however, as in that of which  we are 

now about to treat, the history of the parochial  church is actually incorporated 

with that of the monastery  to which it was appropriated. It will therefore be 

necessary, for the information of genera l readers, to premise  some brief remarks 

on the different monastic orders, and on  the constitution of monastic 

establishments.  

 To enter, indeed, into any detail of the rise and progress  of monachism, a 

system of superstition, and self -imposed austerities,  which has uniformly been 

supported and encouraged by the Papal power, would lead us far beyond the  

limits of the present work. The reader who wishes for  more extensive information 

on such a subject must be referred to several works which have been express ly 

devoted to the description of the various monastic orders and rules  either 

generally, or as they existed in this country anterior  to the period of the 

Reformation. * 

 The system of monastic seclusion probably originated in  imitation of the 

retired and se vere mode of life adopted in  the wilderness by the prophet Elijah 

under the Jewish, and  by John the Baptist under the Christian Dispensation ; 

while, in later times, the primitive Christians were often  compelled by the 

terrible persecutions under the Roman  emperors to seek in the solitude of the 

desert a refuge from  the miseries inflicted on them by heathen cruelty and 

oppression. At first, being few in number, they lived apart  from each other as 

solitary hermits ; in time, however, the  practice becoming more  general, the 

solitaries associated  together in fraternities under the direction of a superior,  and 

thus the earliest monasteries were probably formed.  

 Incredible was the increase and diffusion of the monkish  spirit about the 

eighth century of the Christi an era. The  monks soon became a formidable party 

in the ecclesiastical  state. They were styled Regulars, since each order had its  

rule, to which all the members were obliged to conform;  and were thus 

distinguished from the secular or parochial  clergy, who mixed more in the affairs 

of the world at large.  Their pretensions to superior sanctity of life, and the 

opportunities which they enjoyed for the pursuits of literature  beyond the secular 

clergy, soon gave them a decided and  preponderating influence over t he minds of 

the uneducated  laity. In a warlike and barbarous age, when the higher  classes of 

society had little leisure or inclination for learned  studies, and many of them, as 

well as all the lower orders,  could neither read nor write, the libraries of th e 

                                                           
* Gibbonõs Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. vi. c. 37. Turnerõs Hist. of England, vol. v. c. 

2. Fuller õs Hist. of the Eng. Church , vol. vi. Burnet õs Hist. of the Reform. Fosbrooke õs British 

Monachism. Burn õs Ecclesiastical Law, vol. ii. p. 515, and the Prefaces to Dugdale õs Monasticon 

Anglicanum, Burton õs Monasticon Eboracense, and Tannerõs Notitia Monastica. 
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several  convents were almost the sole depositaries of literature;  and while the art 

of printing was unknown, the monks, some  of whom were constantly employed in 

transcribing or illuminating manuscripts, or compiling their registers and  

chronicles, were t he only writers of the day. We must,  therefore, revert to the 

state of learning in Europe at that  period, and contrast it with the progress made 

in arts and  science during the last three centuries, in order to form a  just 

estimate of the causes which in a great measure contributed to rai se the monastic 

orders to that height of prosperity and power which they f ormerly possessed.* 

Having  made these few general remarks, we may now proceed to  take a rapid 

survey of the monastic establishments in this  kingdom, w ith the history of which 

the present object of  these researches is more immediately concerned.  

 It may fairly be concluded that Christianity was first  introduced among 

the Br itons by their Roman conquerors. À When, however, it was in a languishing 

state, ow ing to the  departure of the Romans before  A.D. 448, and the arrival  of 

the idolatrous Saxons,  A.D. 452, it was revived and re-established  by 

missionaries from the Papal court . The introduction of monachism into Britain 

may therefore be  dated from the perio d when those active emissaries, Augustine 

and Paulinus, who were both monks, landed on the  British shores, and finally 

established the metropolitan  churches of Canterbury,  A.D. 597, and York,  A.D. 

625. 

 The Benedictine rule was at this time almost universa lly  prevalent 

among the European monks. It had been framed  in the sixth century for the use 

of the western church by  St. Benedict, a native of Italy, upon the basis of those by  

which the monasteries in the East had long been governed.  This order of monks, 

the oldest and most celebrated in  Europe, appears to have been the only one 

which was  introduced into this country prior to the Norman conquest.  

 The monasteries and nunneries belonging to the Benedictine order in the  

ancient kingdom of Northumbria,  which was nearly the same in extent with the 

archiepiscopal  province of York, seem to have been overwhelmed along  with the 

churches in one common ruin by the Danish and  Norman invasions, and to have 

remained in this condition,  with few exceptions, Ā till the reig n of Henry the First,  

A.D. 1100. At this time the king, the nobility, and the  nation at large, displayed a 

general determination to repair  the injuries which the ecclesiastics and the 

possessions of the church had suffered during those great national revol utions 

which had so recently subsided. So great was the  zeal shown by the English 

people in the cause, that within  150 years, from  A.D. 1066, to the reign of Henry 

the Third,  A.D. 1216, there were founded and refounded no  less than 476 abbies 

and priories.  Several new orders of  Religious were brought into England in the 

time of Henry  the First, ñthe Cistercians, the monks of Grandmont, the  

Augustine canons, the canons of the Holy Sepulchre, and  the Knights 

Hospitallers. Three new orders followed in the  succeeding reign: the Knights 

Templars, and the Pr æmonstratensian and Gilbertine canons. Soon after came 

                                                           
* See Robertsonõs Introduction to the History of Charles the Fifth. The revival of learning, the 

invention of printing, and the Reformation of religion were nearly contemporaneous events.  
À òTertull ian and Origen speak of the conversion of the Britons to Christianity in the infancy of 

the church, and that they were qualified before by their Druids for that purpose; who always 

taught them to believe there was but one God. Gildas speaks of the introduc tion of Christianity 

into Britain in the earliest times, and Chrysostom and St. Jerome too. óñCAMDEN . See Bede Eccl. 

Hist. lib. i. cap. 30. Parker de Antiq. Eccl. Angl. Usher, Antiq. Brit. cap. 3. p. 20.  
Ā Selby Abbey was founded by the Conqueror.  
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the Carthusians, and the two classes of mendicant friars, the  Dominicans and 

Franciscans. Such were the principal  monastic orders in England.  

 We have alrea dy observed that the clergy were divided  into seculars and 

regulars. The latter were of two kinds,  monks and canons ; and of these the most 

celebrated were  the canons regular of the order of St. Augustine .* Although they 

were a less strict sort of religious  than the  monks, yet they lived together under 

one roof, had a common chapel, dormitory, and refectory ; were obliged to  obey 

their superior, and to observe the statutes of their  order. The dress  of the 

Augustine canons consisted of a  long black cassock, over which was a white 

rochet, with a  black cloak and hood, whence they were sometimes called  òBlack 

Canons.ó They also wore caps on their heads instead of the monkish cowl, and 

suffered their beards to  grow, whereas the monks were always shaven.  

 In every m onastery the superior was styled abbot, or  prior ; the latter was 

the appellation by which the superior  of a society of Augustine canons was 

always distinguished.  Many of the abbots were mitred and sat in Parliament,  

being little inferior in rank to the bis hops themselves. In  all the greater 

monasteries they were styled lord abbot and  lord prior. They carried the pastoral 

staff in the right  hand, the bishops in the left.  

 Next under the prior in every priory was the subprior,  who assisted the 

prior while pre sent, and acted in his stead  when absent.  

 The other officers belonging to every monastery were the  præcentor, who 

presided over the performance of the choir  service, and kept the register ; the 

sacrist, who took care of  the plate and vestments belonging to  the church, and of 

the burial of the dead ; the almoner, who distributed alms daily  to the poor at the 

gate of the convent; the hospitaller, who  entertained strangers ; the bursar, who 

managed the revenue  of the convent ; the master of the works, who took ch arge of 

the repairs of the fabric ; the chamberlain, who had  the care of the dormitory ; the 

cellarer, who looked after  the provisions; the refectioner, who superintended the  

refectory; the infirmarer, who attended to the wants of  the sick. There were also 

the cook, gardener, and  porter. The various buildings  of a monastery need not be 

enumerated here, the reader being referred to the architectural part of the 

following work. For it is to be observed,  that although the gate -house and the 

nave of the priory  church are now the principal remains of the Priory of 

Bridlington, yet in a paper published a few years ago in the  Transactions  of the 

Society of Antiquaries, À the inventory  taken by Henry the Eighth õs commissioners 

of the buildings  of this priory immediatel y before the dissolution, was selected 

from among many others as affording the most accurate description of the kind 

now extant. At the same time  it must be regretted that few vestiges now remain 

of what is  there described. Perhaps Fountains Abbey, in the West Riding of 

Yorkshire, is the most complete specimen, as a  ruin, in the kingdom. The church 

of the monastery is  nearly entire as to the walls, but the roof is quite gone.  The 

chapter house, court chamber over the kitchen, the  refectory, the cloiste rs wi th 

the dormitory over them  and the abbotõs lodge, at a small distance from the main 

building, are still in a wonderfully perfect condition.  

 Some striking points of resemblance may still be traced  between the old 

monastic establishments, and the colleges  in the two Universities of Oxford and 

Cambridge. We  may add the case of a dean, subdean, and prebendaries,  residing 

                                                           
* Bishop of Hippo, in Africa, A.D. 395.  
À See Archæologia, Vol. xix. Art. 30.  
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within the precincts of our cathedral and collegiate  churches. Both these 

societies, from being originally monastic, were improved and altere d at the 

Reformation, but  yet retain many vestiges of their original constitution, and  may 

be mentioned as popular illustrations in this country of  the establishments we 

have endeavoured to describe.  

 The monasteries in Yorkshire, which were the most  wealt hy, their 

revenues being considerably more than 200 l . per ann um, (which was the average 

income of what were  termed the lesser monasteries,) were the following : viz., of  

the Benedictines, St. Mary õs, York, 1550 l ., per annum;  Selby, 720l ., and Whitby, 

437l .; of the Cistercians, Fountains, 998 l ., and Kirkstal, 329 l . Of the Canons 

Regular of  the order of St. Augustine there were about 175 houses in  England 

and Wales. Of these seven were in Yorkshire:  viz., Nostel, Gisburgh, Newburgh, 

Kirkham, Bridlington,  Bolto n and War ter, the richest being Gisburgh, 628 l .; 

Bridlington, 547 l .; Nostel, 492 l .; and Newburgh, 367 l . Thus much as to the 

ancient state of the English monasteries.  

 Before we close these introductory remarks, a few observations may be 

made upon the chang e which has been produced in the revenues of many of our 

parochial churches  owing to the dissolution of the monastery to which they  were 

formerly appropriated. When a monastery was situated like Fountains Abbey, in 

conformity with the original destination of such establishments, in a sequestered  

spot remote from the habitations of men, the church, being  resorted to only by 

the monks themselves, and by the pilgrims, who came to present their offerings 

at the shrine of  some favourite  saint, ceased to be used for the purposes of  public 

worship, when the fraternity of monks was dispersed,  and the efficacy of relics 

discredited. In such cases it  shared the fate of the other buildings of the 

monastery,  and now serves only as a picturesque ruin to afford materials for the 

investigation of the antiquary or the architect. But when a monastery was 

situated within the precincts of a town, as is the case at Bridlington, and when 

the parochial church was appropriated to it, the prior and the  convent became 

virtually the r ector of the parish, and in the  spoliation of their revenues no due 

reservation was made for  the adequate maintenance of the future officiating 

minister  of the parish church. * Nor was this the only inconvenience  resulting 

from such a mode of procedure. It generally  happened that in the immediate 

vicinity of the great conventual church of the town, the parochial churches of the  

villages had been appropriated for the support of the monastery. In these cases 

the monks enjoyed the rectorial  tithes, and the chur ch was served by a 

stipendiary curate,  or by one of the brethren of the monastery. In some of the  

surrounding hamlets there were only chapels dependent  upon the church of the  

monastery as their mother church ; and these, as we might naturally conclude, 

could not but  suffer most severely from its spoliation.  

 When on the confiscation of the monastic estates the rectorial tithes of 

all such churches were seized by the crown,  they were usually granted or leased 

out at an easy rate to  court favourite s among the laity, subject to the payment of 

an annual stipend to a person generally nominated by the  bishop of the diocese, 

and called a perpetual curate.  Owing to the vast increase of the value of land 

since the period of which we are speaking,  while these money -payments 

remained fixed, it is quite plain how unlikely such a  measure was to secure the 

just rights and privileges of the  reformed church, and to provide for the comfort 

                                                           
* See the Bishop of Lincoln õs Charge in 1827. p. 7.  
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and respectability of the clergy, to whose charge such parishes  were allotted. * In 

fact,  this measure has ever been a source of regret to some of the best and wisest 

friends of the established church. Cranmer, and Parker, and Spelman, and  

Herbert, and Burnet laboured, each in their day, as far as  they could, to remedy 

its defects, and to prov ide against  the evils which it has introduced. But though 

much has  been effected by their pious endeavours, yet a great deal  more remains 

to be done before the church can be rescued  from the disabilities under which it 

lies at present, owing  to these causes, as will be most clearly instanced in the 

following history.  

 It remains only to say a few words upon the state in  which our parochial 

churches exist at present; and it is  a fact capable of more or less proof in every 

diocese throughout the kingdom, that  the churches need more  than ordinary 

attention to remedy the consequences of long  continued negligence on the part of 

their appointed guardians. À These, as is well known, are the archdeacon, the  

rural dean, the clergyman, and the churchwardens; and  if the  two former, 

instead of declining to interfere, would in  all cases exercise the superintending 

and directing power  committed to them by the church, we might still hope,  from 

what has already been effected, to see these beautiful  monuments of gothic 

archite cture, which have been bequeathed to us by our ancestors, transmitted to 

posterity in  a tolerable state of preservation. When, indeed, as in the  case now 

before us, the parochial church has been formerly  an appendage to some rich 

monastery, the spacious ed ifice  erected and kept in repair by the help of those 

large funds  of which the dissolution deprived it, has often been disfigured or 

dilapidated through the inadequate and scanty  repairs which could be afforded 

from the resources of modern church rates. Fr om the same cause the 

neighbouring  churches and chapels, which derived their existence and  support 

from the convent, have been suffered to fall into  decay, or have been sometimes 

altogether disused. The  day is, indeed, gone by  when liberal grants were made  to 

the church for the good of the soul of the donor ; but the  influence of more rational 

motives surely now might be  sufficient to induce all lovers of our church to show 

their  regard for the places of public worship by contributing  largely to their 

repair s. The address of the prophet to the  Jewish people when their temple was 

in ruins, may with  equal justice be applied to the Christian population of our  

land, and especially to the wealthier members of our communion. òIs it time for 

you to dwell in your cei led houses, and the Lordõs house not regarded!ó The 

language of the venerable compilers of our Homilies is too strikingly  applicable 

not to be quoted in conclusion, òIf ye have  any reverence for the service of God, τ

if ye have any  common honesty,ñif ye have  any conscience in keeping of  

necessary and godly ordinances, keep your churches in good  repair, whereby ye 

shall not only please God, and deserve  his manifold blessings, but also deserve 

the good report of  all godly people.ó 

 

                                                           
* One thing greatly to be lamented is, that in the hurry of the dissolution better provision was not 

made for the performance of divine  offices in such churches as had been appropriated to the 

monasteries, which both the ministers and parishioners of those places suffer for to this day, and 

is justly accounted a scandal to our Reformation. ñBurnõs Eccl. Law , vol. ii. p. 544.  
À See Introduc tion to an interesting work, entitled, òNotes on the Cambridgeshire Churches. ó 
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PRIORY C HURCH.  
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CHAPTER I.  
 

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION.  

 

BRIDLINGTON , or Burlington, is situated in the East Riding  of Yorkshire, about 

midway between Beverley and Scarborough, giving name to the bay of which the 

promontory called  Flamborough Head forms the north ern extremity. This  

promontory, which runs out into the sea for a considerable  distance, and is one of 

the most striking features in our eastern coast, is formed by the termination at 

this point of the  ridge of chalk, of which the hills called the Yorkshir e Wolds are 

composed. Many circumstances combine to prove the existence of a Roman 

station at or near the place, among which  the vestiges of a Roman road, leading 

from York across the  Wolds in the direction of the villages of Sledmere and 

Rudstone; and the  ditch and mound of earth which intersect  the promontory at 

its conjunction with the main -land are not  the least remarkable. The latter, 

however, has obtained the  name of Danes Dyke, and the name of the Danish 

Tower has also been given to the remains of a castle at Flamborough.  

 There can be no question that the Danes succeeded to the  settlements of 

the Romans, for there is abundant evidence  to show that this part of the coast 

was a favourite  landing  place with them.  

 In the absence of all written records o n the subject it is  useless to carry 

our inquiries respecting the ecclesiastical  history of the place higher than the 

Norman Conquest.  From the famous survey of Doomsday Book, * taken soon after 

by order of the Conqueror, it appears that a church was  then i n existence at 

Bridlington. In the survey of the  monastic buildings, taken before the dissolution, 

mention is  made of a building on the south side of the monastery, used  by the 

prior and convent as a bakehouse and brewhouse;  which, according to tradition, 

was some time a nunnery.  The bakehouse, we are informed, was the body of the 

church,  the roof being covered with slate and the aisles with lead, and  adjoining 

to it eastward, where the choir had been, was the  brewhouse covered with lead. 

This fact warrants  us in conjecturing that a convent had existed in the place 

prior to the  conquest, which was probably destroyed in the general ruin  brought 

upon the religious houses north of the H umber by the  incursions and ravages of 

the Danes. There is no indication  whatever in the annals of the Priory that such 

an establishment ever existed along with it. The most probable supposition 

                                                           
* See Appendix B.  
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therefore seems to be this, that the parish church  mentioned to have existed at 

the time of the Doomsday  survey had been appropriated to the nunnery, which 

would  be a Saxon foundation ; and that in after times this church  was used by the 

canons till their increasing wealth enabled  them to build the present more 

spacious edifice. 

 The manor of Bridlington, with other extensive possessions  in Yorkshire 

and Lincolnshire, was granted by William the  Conqueror to Gilbert de Gant, or 

Gaunt, * one of the Flemish  nobility, nearly related to him, by whom he was 

accompanied in his expedition to England. The property thus acquired  descended 

to his son Wal ter de Gant, to whose pious munificence the Priory of Bridlington 

owed its existence. Early in  the reign of Henry the First, as appears by the 

foundation  charter, and from the fact that the canons regular of the  order of St. 

Augustine, to which the monaste ry belonged,  were not introduced into England 

at an earlier period, this  nobleman resolved upon endowing the church of St. 

Mary  of Bridlington with revenues for the maintenance of a body  of canons, 

whose precise number is not ascertained. The  design of the  founder will be best 

illustrated by the terms of  the charter, a translation of which is subjoined, the 

Latin  being also given in the Appendix, À as copied by Dugdale in  the Monasticon 

Anglicanum, from the register of the Priory,  which has long been in the 

possession of the Ingilby family  of Ripley, in Yorkshire. Ā The charter is as follows: 

òI,  Walter de Gant, do hereby declare to all faithful sons of holy  church, that I 

have established canons regular in the church  of St. Mary of Bridlington, by the 

authori ty and consent of  king Henry, for the good of his soul, and the souls of his  

father and mother, and the souls of my father and mother,  and my own soul, and 

the souls of my friends. I yield  therefore to the same church, and to its ministers, 

whatever  I am p ossessed of in the same township , viz: thirteen caru cates of land, 

together with the mills , which are adjacent to  the same land; I yield to the church 

those lands also, which  my vassals have themselves given, viz: William, my 

constable, one carucate of lan d in Bessingby: Forno, two oxgangs in  the same 

township: Mache rn us, two oxgangs in Hilderthorp:  Ralph Buck, and Joceline his 

son, gave two oxgangs in  Eston : Ralph gave four oxgangs in Grindal : Gozo, with  

the permission of his son Alan, gave four oxgangs  in  Buckton : Malger, four 

oxgangs in Righton. And, moreover I have given to the same church, and to its 

ministers, the  canons, the church of Edenham, and another of Witham,  and half 

the church of South Ferriby, and the church of  Filey, with one mill : and the 

church of Swaldale ; I grant  also the church of Willoughby, and another of 

Ganton;  which Adelard the hunter gave, with the permission of his  son Henry. 

All these lands and churches, together with the  lands which are adjacent to 

them, I grant to them free an d quit from all ôgeld:õ and all customs, except ôkingõs-

geld,õ viz : ôdane-geld.õ§ Witnesses, Thurstan, archbishop of  York ; Alan de Percy ; 

Eustace, son of John; Jordan Pagnel ; William, the constable ; Lambert, the 

constable; William  de Mundaville; Ralph de N eville ; William de Percy; Ralph  de 

Grindal ; and Ralph his s on; Goceline Buck ; Malger  de Erghom ; Wimund, the 

chaplain ; Richard, the butler, and  Girard his brother ; Robert de Ropesle; Walter 

de Calce.ó 

                                                           
* See Appendix C. 
À See Appendix D. 
Ā See Appendix A . 
§ See Appendix E . 
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 The following charter of king Henry the First, confirmi ng the grant of the 

founder, is also published by Dugdale:  the Latin original will be found in the 

Appendix. * 

 òIn the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the  Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Henry, by the grace of God, king of  England, to the archbishops, bishops , princes, 

barons, and to  the whole of the faithful clergy and laity in all England,  Franks 

and Angli, as well present, as to come, greeting.  Since we have received from the 

majesty on high the lofty  estate of kingly power to this end that we should 

exercise our sway both justly and mercifully in the church of God, it  hath seemed 

good to us, that it should not only be protected  under our safeguard and defence 

from the malice and calumny  of its adversaries, but also should be encouraged in 

the sustenance of its necessities by the liberality of our gift.  But chiefly ought we 

so to do to those, who, submitting to a  voluntary poverty, have determined to 

serve the Lord; that,  according to the Apostle ôtheir need may be supplied out of  

our abundance ;õ and we, by t heir interposition, may be received into eternal 

habitations. We do therefore grant,  and under the warrant and attestation of this 

our present  charter, do confirm to the church of St. Mary of Bridlington,  and to 

the canons regular serving the Lord in the s ame place, two carucates of land of 

my own demesne, of which one and  a half is in Eston, and a half in Hilderthorp, 

free and quit  of all ôgeldõ and all  customs. Moreover, the rest of  the donations, 

which have been made by Walter de Gaunt,  and by Jordan Pag anel, and by other 

barons and vassals of  mine to the aforesaid church, and are enumerated in the  

page of this our charter, we concede, and by the authority of  the same charter do 

confirm,ó &c. 

 Here follows a recitation of the several grants contained  in t he 

foundation charter, to which the reader is therefore  referred.  

 The bull of Pope Calixtus the Second, who ruled from  A.D. 1119, to A.D. 

1124, confirming to Guikeman, the  first prior, and to the canons, all the grants of 

the estates  then given to them, h as not been published by Dugdale, but  is 

referred to by Burton. It was copied by the author from  a copious abstract of a 

chartulary of the Priory, preserved  among the valuable collection of Roger 

Dodsworthõs manuscripts in the Bodleian Library at Oxford. À 

 òCalixtus, bishop, servant of the servants of God, to  Guikeman the prior, 

and to the brethren in the church of  St. Mary, at Bridlington, professed regulars, 

as well present  as to come, for ever. The Lord by his prophet commanded  the 

inhabitants of the lan d of the south to go to meet the  fugitive with bread .Ā We, 

therefore, children beloved in  Christ, willingly receive you fleeing from the world, 

and assenting to your requests, (made through our venerable  brother Thurstan, 

archbishop of York,) by the grace of the Holy Spirit, comfort you with the 

protection of the Apostolic See. For by the authority of the present privilege we  

confirm the state of canonical life, which ye have professed  according to the rule 

of the blessed Augustine, and declare  it to be unl awful for any one, after having 

made such profession, to have any private possession, or to depart from the  close 

without the leave of the prior or chapter. Moreover,  we establish you and your 

successors upon their continuing  in the observance of the same religious 

ceremonies, in the  possession of every thing which you seem at present lawfully 

                                                           
* See Appendix D. 
À Ibid . 
Ā Isaiah xxi. 14.  Lowthõs Translation.  
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to possess for the support of your common maintenance. We  decree also, that all 

those things, which in future you may  be able to obtain by the concession of 

pontiffs,  by the liberality  of princes, by the oblations of the faithful, or by any 

other just  methods, be for ever preserved quiet and entire, to profit the  various 

uses of those by whose support and guidance they have  been obtained. Let no 

man, therefore, on any account, be at  liberty wantonly to disturb the same 

church, or to take away  aught of its possessions, or having taken them away to 

retain  them, to diminish them, or to harass it ( the church ) by violent exactions. 

But if any one, which God forbid,  shall dar e to act in opposition to this our decree, 

let him run  the risque of losing his dignity and office, or be punished  with the 

sentence of excommunication, unless he atone for  his presumption by a proper 

compensation. But whosoever  shall be careful to patroni ze the same place, and 

the servants  of the Lord in it, and to honour them with his substance, on  him be 

the blessing and grace of Almighty God, and his  Apostles, Amen.ó 

 These three charters, in which the Priory of Bridlington  is established, 

according to the usual custom on such occasions, by the united sanction of the 

Pope, the King, and the  Founder, have been translated at length, and are here 

inserted, as it is hoped they will not be found deficient in  interest by the general 

reader.  

 From the statement  given in Doomsday Book, it appears  that the Manor 

of Bridlington contained at this time thirteen  carucates of taxable land, and a 

church, so that by the terms  of the charter, both the manor and the rectory were 

granted  by the noble founder to the use of t he prior and convent.  Owing to this 

appropriation of the parochial church to the  use of the canons, the magnificent 

structure which the  enlarged means of the convent afterwards enabled them to  

erect was divided, the choir being used by the prior and  convent, and the nave by 

the inhabitants of the town.  Hence, at the dissolution, this last -mentioned 

portion of the  original edifice was left standing, and still continues to be  used as 

the parish church. Besides the charter of confirmation already quoted, Henry  the 

First, by another charter,  granted to the prior and convent a full and complete 

civil  jurisdiction within the manor and township of Bridlington.  In a large 

chamber over the ancient gate -house of the priory,  now called the Bayle Gate, the 

prior held hi s courts, and in  the lower part of the same building, besides the 

porterõs lodge, were cells for the confinement of offenders within the liberty  of the 

town, one of which is still used as ôthe Kit -cote.õ This gate -house, or court -house, 

as it may be called , seems to have been considered after the dissolution as the 

property  of the lord of the manor, and is accordingly now used as a  town hall, the 

manor formerly belonging to the prior and  convent, having passed by the 

purchase in the time of  Charles the Firs t into the hands of certain of the 

inhabitants  of Bridlington. For the same reason the arms of the priory  have been 

assumed as the arms of the town. They are given  in Bishop Tanner õs laborious 

and useful compilation, the  Notitia Monastica, and are per pale , sable, and 

argent, three  Roman Bõs counterchanged, two, and one. The simplicity  of the 

colours and device, marks a very high antiquity.  

 The letter B perhaps has reference to the name of the town,  and to its 

being originally a Roman station, and the numb erñthree, was frequently chosen 

in similar instances to  denote, it is said, the Trinity. Thus the arms of the Abbey  

of Fountains are charged with three horse -shoes, those of St. Mary at York with 

three swans, and those of Whitby Abbey  with three coiled sna kes, the snake -
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stones, or ammonites, with  which part of the coast abounds, being traditionally 

reported  to have been originally snakes turned into stones by St. Hilda.  

 The common seal of this priory exhibits two figures seated  under a 

canopy, the one male , the other female. It is an  imperfect impression on green 

wax attached to an instrument deposited among the Harleian Charters in the 

British  Museum. * To the same instrument is also attached a counter  seal, which 

has upon it the blessed Virgin crowned, wit h the Divine Infant in her arms.  

 The immense possessions acquired by this monastery,  have been 

enumerated at great length by Burton, who mentions the townships in which 

they were situated, and the  names of the respective donors. Whatever may be the 

use of such collections for reference on particular occasions, they  possess in detail 

so little interest for general readers, that we  shall refer those who are desirous of 

more extensive information to the work above referred to, and content ourselves  

with notic ing the most important particulars. At the  time when the monastery 

was at the height of its prosperity and grandeur, its possessions were of amazing  

extent. There was hardly a town or village in the rural  deanery of Dykering, in 

which it is situated, where  it had  not obtained lands, or the rectory and manor, 

sometimes one, sometimes the other, or all united. Indeed, generally  throughout 

the whole extent of Yorkshire and Lincolnshire,  its property was scattered, and 

intermixed with that of other  religious ho uses. 

 A charter o f Henry the Second, in the Appendix to this  account,À will 

afford an idea of the extent of the possessions  of the monastery towards the close 

of the first century after  its foundation. Among these, the following churches in 

the deanery of  Dykering are stated to have been appropriated to  the convent at 

an early period. The rectory of Filey was  the gift of the founder, Walter de Gant; 

and William Fitz -Nigel soon after added the rectory of Flamborough. The  rectory 

of Boynton was appropriated by Galfrid, the steward;  and the rectory of Carnaby 

by Robert de Percy. The  rectories of Ganton and Willoughby were added by 

Adelard,  the hunter. Considerable possessions, if not the rights of  the manors, 

were granted about the same time by various  donors, in the villages of Eston, 

Hilderthorp and Willesthorp, Auburn, Bessingby, Speeton, Grindal, Fraisthorp,  

Sewerby and Marton, Buckton, Righton, Bempton, Beeford  and Thwing. In these 

villages and hamlets, as no mention  occurs of church or chapel being in exi stence 

at the time  when they first came into the hands of the ecclesiastics, we  may fairly 

suppose them to have been the founders of the  several chapels subsequently 

erected for the use of the people in several of these parishes ; all, however, 

dependent on the parent church of the monastery.  

 The Priory of Bridlington, as we have seen, was founded in  the reign of 

Henry the First, and the next occurrence in order  of time, which demands our 

attention, is an act of his successor  Stephen, by whom a charter was granted to 

the monastery,  in which, Ā after stating òthat out of his abundant favor, and  with 

the consent of his Council, and in relief of the Prior,  and Canons, and their 

House, which is situated u pon the  sea coast,ó he was willing to grant them 

various pr ivileges,  which are enumerated in the charter, the King concedes  to 

them òthe Port and Harbour of Bridlington, with all  kinds of wreck of the sea 

                                                           
* See Plate XI., and A ppendix D. No. 71.  
À See Appendix D. No. 8.  
Ā Copied from the Exemplification of Charters formerly granted to Bridlington Priory, made in the 

time of Charles the First . 
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which shall in future happen or  issue in all places within the Dykes called Earl 

Dyke, and  Flaynburgh Dyke. ó Dugdale has published a mandate  from the same 

king, enjoining the sheriff of Yorkshire to  see that the above charter be duly 

carried into effect, and  commanding him to allow the prior of Bridlington well 

and peaceably to have and hold his port of Bridlingto n, as Walter de Gant, and 

Gilbert, his father, formerly held the  same.* 

 Gilbert de Gant, the eldest son of the founder, was contemporary with 

King Stephen, and obtained the title of  Earl of Lincoln in right of his wife. He 

was baptized and  educated in the  Priory, and had so great a regard for its  

welfare, that he not only confirmed all the grants of Walter  de Gant, his father, 

but was himself also very liberal in his  donations. A curious charter has been 

preserved,À in which  he directs his body to be burie d in the Priory Chur ch; and 

declares, that if by the grace of God he should ever be  induced to quit the vanities 

of the world for the retirement  of the cloister, he would assume the habit of an 

Augustine  canon, and return to end his days among the associat es of his 

childhood.  

 The catalogue of priors, as collected by Burton and To rr  from the register 

of the Priory, is printed in the Appendix. Ā Of these it will not be necessary here to 

notice any but those  who were themselves eminent for piety or learning, o r who  

were rendered conspicuous by the transactions in which they  bore a part. The 

name of the first prior, whose name occurs  before A.D. 1124, is Guicheman, or 

Wikeman, to whom  the Popeõs bull above recited is addressed.  

 The next in order of succession, who deserves our notice,  was Robert, 

surnamed the Scribe, from having written or  transcribed a great number of 

works, some of which have  come down to us. He was the fourth prior, and 

flourished,  according to Burton, about A. D. 1160, in the reign of Henry  the 

Second. Several particulars respecting him and his works  have been collected by 

Bale, Bishop of Ossory, at the time  of the Reformation. From his Lives of the 

English Writers,  arranged in centuries down to the year 1577, Fuller derived  

most of his inform ation about the Worthies of England.  Bale wrote in Latin, and 

the biographical sketch he has  given us of Robert the Scribe will be found in the 

Appendix. § We learn from the in defatigable Leland, who visited  the monastery 

A.D. 1534, a few years before the d issolution,  that he saw and inspected his 

voluminous manuscript collections, which were at that time preserved in the 

library  belonging to the convent. They appear to have consisted  chiefly of 

commentaries on various books of Scripture, compiled from the w ritings of 

Hieronymus, Augustine, Bede,  Anselm, and others. One of those enumerated in 

the catalogue given us by Leland, is preserved among the MSS.  in the Public 

Library of the University of Cambridge. It  is a Commentary upon the Epistles of 

St. Paul, bea utifully  written on vellum, in double columns, and is a very large  

sized folio. The initial letter of each epistle is splendidly  illuminated. This very 

curious MS. is probably six hundred  years old. In the prologue, the author 

describes the method  pursued by him in forming these compilations. 

òSometimes,ó he says, òI have transcribed a passage word for  word, at other times 

I have exercised my own judgment in  abbreviating or amplifying the several 

extracts, as the occasion seemed to require. ó Leland visited his tomb, and it  

                                                           
* See Appendix D. No. 5.  
À See Dugdaleõs Monast. Angl.  
Ā See Appendix F.  
§ See Appendix G. 
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would seem that the traveller viewed the spot where the  mortal remains of this 

once celebrated writer were deposited,  with those feelings of veneration which 

usually accompany  our survey of the memorials of departed worth. He has left  on 

record that the prior was interred in the cloister, near  the door of the chapter -

house, with the following unostentatious and laconic inscription on his tomb 

stone, òRobertus, Scriba, quartus Prior. ó 

 He was succeeded by Gregory* who, there is reason to  thi nk, may be 

identified with a writer mentioned by Bale,  under the name of Gregory of 

Bridlington, to have flourished  about the same time. He is stated by Bale to have 

been a canon in the monastery, and to have been subsequently  advanced to the 

dignity of pr ecentor. His works are said  to have consisted of some commentaries 

on the Scriptures,  and sermons. As, however, his biographer sees occasion  to 

mention with regret that very little is known concerning  him, or the precise time 

at which he lived, it seems no t  improbable that he may have been that Gregory 

who was elected successor to the last -mentioned prior, Robert the  Scribe, under 

whose superintendence he had pursued his  literary studies, as a canon, with 

peculiar advantage.  

 In the year A.D. 1200, King Joh n, for the benefit of the  monastery, 

granted licence to the prior and convent, that a  fair should be held annually at 

Bridlington, on the festival of  the Assumption of the Virgin, À (who was their 

patron saint,)  and also a weekly market. The concourse of pe ople drawn  together 

on these occasions, could not fail to be beneficial to  the interest of the canons ; and 

it is likely, in those lawless  and troubled times, those who brought their goods to 

market  were glad to take advantage of the security afforded to th eir  property, 

when the traffic was carried on within the enclosure  of the monastery. The royal 

charter runs thus :Ā òJohn, by  the grace of God, King of England, Lord of Ireland, 

Duke  of Normandy and Aquitain, and Earl of Anjou, to the  Archbishops, Bishops, 

Abbots, Earls, Justices, Sheriffs,  and all their Bailiffs and faithful servants 

greeting. Know  ye, that we have given, granted, and confirmed, by this our  

present Charter, to God, and the Church of St. Mary of  Bridlington, and the 

Canons there serving God,  a Fair in  every year, at Bridlington, to continue two 

days; to wit,  upon the Eve of the Assumption of the Blessed Mary, and  on the day 

of the same Festival ; and one Market to be held  there every week; yet so that this 

fair and this market be  not to the hu rt of the neighbouring fairs, and the 

neighbouring markets. Wherefore, we will and firmly command, that  they and 

their successors shall have and hold the aforesaid  fair and market for ever, 

freely, quietly, wholly, honourably,  and peaceably, with all liber ties and free 

customs belonging  to fairs and markets of this kind, yet so that they be not to  the 

hurt of the neighbouring fairs and markets; and we  prohibit any injury and 

molestation to be done to persons  going to the aforesaid fair and market, or 

return ing from  thence, by either the Sheriff of Yorkshire, or any person  else. 

Witness, Robert, Bishop of St. Andrew õs, Robert de Thurnham, Hugh de Newiff, 

Robert de Veteri Pont e. Given by the hands of Simon, Archdeacon of Wells, at  

Lutegershall, the sixth day o f December, in the second year  of our reign.ó 

 The fairs are now held twice in the year, and continue two  days each 

time, on the Monday before Whitsunday, and on  the twenty -first day of October, 

                                                           
* See Appendix G. 
À Assumpt. B. Mariæ Virg. August 15. See Calendar in Popish Breviary.  
ϟ
 Copied from Exempl. of Charters granted to Brid. Priory, made temp. Car. I.  
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in the large open area, called  ôthe Greenõ within the ancient  precincts of the close 

of the monastery, between ôthe Bayle Gate õ and the church.  Here, too, the market 

was no doubt originally held, though  the present market -place is in a different 

part of the town.  At this time lived William of Newburgh, * so called fr om having 

spent the greater part of his life as an Augustine  canon in the priory of 

Newburgh. He received his early  education, however, in the Priory of Bridlington, 

at which  place, or in its immediate neighbourhood, he is said to have  been born. 

His Chron icle of English History was edited  by Hearne, the antiquary. It 

commences with the Norman  Conquest, and is carried down as far as the reign of 

King John.  

 In the early part of the fourteenth century flourished the  celebrated 

Peter of Langtoft. À The village  which gave him  birth, and from which he derived 

his surname, is situated on  the Yorkshire Wolds, about twelve miles from 

Bridlington,  in the monastery of which place he received his education,  and 

afterwards became one of the canons regular. He was  the au thor of several 

works, the most esteemed of which was  a Chronicle of England, in metre. This 

poem, or metrical  romance, is written in French, and is comprised in five books.  

It is noticed in terms of high commendation by Warton, in  his History of English 

Poetry, who has quoted several  extracts from a translation of it into English 

metre, by  Robert Brunne, in the reign of Edward the Third. This  translation was 

published by Hearne. The history begins  with the earliest traditional account of 

the ancient Briton s, and ends with the reign of Edward the First . 

 About the middle of this century, one of the most illustrious ornaments of 

religion and learning which this monastery ever produced, was raised to the 

highest dignity which  it had the power to confer. John d e Bridlington was a  

native of the place, educated in the Priory, and afterwards  removed to Oxford to 

complete his studies, where some of  his works are still preserved in manuscript. 

The biographical account given of him in Alban Butler õs Lives of the  Saint s, is 

deserving of particular notice. It cannot be  doubted, that the devotion to God, and 

the humility (that  sure characteristic of a truly great mind) which rendered  him 

an object of veneration to his contemporaries, would  have qualified him to adorn 

an age less darkened by the  shades of ignorance and superstitious credulity. We 

find,  that upon his return from the University, he assumed the  religious habit, in 

the monastery of his native place ; and that he became successively precentor, 

almoner, sub -prior,  and at length prior of his monastery. òThis last charge ó, says 

Butler, òhe had averted by his tears and importunities  the first time he was 

chosen; but, upon a second vacancy,  his brethren, who were ashamed of their 

former want of  resolution, obliged him to take up the yoke. It is incredible how 

plentifully he relieved the necessities of all persons  in distress, to whom he 

looked upon every thing as due  that by his frugality and prudent economy could 

be spared in the management of his temporal revenues. Hi s patience and 

meekness, and his constant application to the holy  exercises of prayer, showed 

how much his whole conduct  was regulated by the spirit of God ; and an 

extraordinary  spiritual prudence, peace of mind, and meekness of temper,  were 

the amiable fr uits of his virtue. ó He lived to enjoy  his high elevation seventeen 

years, and died on the 10th of  October, A.D. 1379. So great was the opinion of his  

sanctity, that he was canonized as a saint after death, by  order of the Pope, 

                                                           
* See Appendix G. 

À Ibid 
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according to the superstiti ous habits of  the age. The Archbishop of York, assisted 

by the Bishops  of Durham and Carlisle, performed the ceremony of the  

translation of his relics to a magnificent shrine, in the chapel  behind the high 

altar of the Priory Church. Hither there  was a num erous resort of pilgrims, and 

many miracles were  reported to be wrought at his tomb.  

 Burton mentions a will, made A.D. 1458, in which the  testator directed 

his corpse to be interred in the church of  St. Mary and St. John. The manner in 

which his name is h ere coupled with that of the patron saint, is very remarkable. 

A strong proof of the widely extended reputation he had acquired  will appear 

from the following circumstance. By a charter  of king Edward the Fourth, it 

appears that the rectory of  Scarborough had been appropriated to the Priory of 

Bridlington by king Henry the Fourth, and his grant confirmed  by his successors, 

Henry the Fifth and Henry the Sixth.  The charter of Edward the fourth, after 

reciting this,  proceeds thus: òNow we, from our great regar d for the  praise and 

honour of God, and of the blessed and glorious  Virgin Mary, of Bridlington, and 

for the special respect  which we have and bear toward the glorious confessor, the  

holy John, formerly prior of the aforesaid place, have  granted, and by th ese 

presents do grant and confirm to the  canons, and convent of the monastery of the 

blessed Mary,  of Bridlington, and their successors, the said church of  

Scarborough, with all its chapels, rents, &c. and the advowson and patronage of 

the said church, wit h every thing  appertaining, to have and to hold by the same 

canons and convent, and their successors, for a pure and perpetual alms  for 

ever.ó The above charter is addressed to Peter, the then  prior, and the canons of 

Bridlington. Peter Ellard was  prior in  the reign of Edward the Fourth ; he held 

that office  from  A.D. 1462 to 1472. Owing to this appropriation,  the church of 

Scarborough, though situated in the North  Riding, is in the archdeaconry of the 

East Riding.  

 Some extracts from the writings of John de  Bridlington  will be found, 

along with the account given of him by Bale,  in the Appendix. * 

 In the time of his successor, William de Newb old, the monastery is 

recorded to have been subjected to inconvenience from being situated so near the 

sea coast. In consequence of the maritime attacks of the pirates, who infested  the 

Northern sea, the property of the prior and convent became so insecure, that k ing 

Richard the Second, A.D. 1388  granted them his royal licence to enclose and 

fortify the  Priory with walls a nd gates of stone. There seems to have  been four of 

these gates, Kirk Gate, West Gate, Nun Gate,  and Bayle Gate. The last is the 

only one now remaining,  and has already been mentioned. Its architecture would  

lead us to assign this period for its erection.  

 A long interval of more than half a century follows, without any 

remarkable occurrence on record, nor should we  have been led to notice Robert 

Brystwyk, who was prior  A.D. 1472, but for a modern discovery of considerable  

interest. The occurrence alluded t o, happened A.D. 1821, when, as some 

workmen were employed in digging up,  and clearing away the foundations of 

ancient monastic  buildings, south of the church, in order to prepare the  ground to 

be used as an additional burying -place, they accidentally brok e into a vault on 

the site of the south transept.  This vault was found to contain a stone coffin, in 

which  were the remains of the prior. The hair of the beard, and  the serge in 

which the body had been wrapped, were still  undecayed, and relics of each have  

                                                           
* See Appendix G. 
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been preserved by several  persons who were eye-witnesses on the occasion. The 

coffin,  after being opened, was left in its original position ; but a slab  of chalk -

stone, which had been laid over it to mark the place  of interment on the floor of 

the church, was taken up, and is  now deposited in the vestry. On the margin of 

this stone, is  engraven, in old English characters, deeply cut, and in the  most 

perfect state of preservation, the following inscription:  

 

Hic jacet du←s Robrõ brystvyk. 

quo← da← prior hui Ӣloci q⇔ obut 

a←no do⇔ m cccc nonagesimo iii 

cuiõ ai←e ipicietõ deõ amen 

 

 Which may be thus translated, ñòHere lieth Lord Robert  Brystwyk, 

formerly prior of this place, who died in the  year of our Lord one thousand four 

hundred and ninetyt hree, on whose soul God have mercy. Amen.ó* 

 A similar tomb -stone discovered in digging eastward of  the church,  A.D. 

1786, is said to have belonged to Robert  Danby, who was prior,  A.D. 1498; but 

this, through negligence, has not been preserved to us.  

 In the reig n of Henry the Seventh, about A. D. 1490, the  indefatigable 

philosopher, and alchemist, Sir George Ripley, knight, was a canon, in the Priory 

of Bridlington.  Alchemy was the favourite study of the day, and many  clever and 

scientific men were induced to turn aside from  the useful path of natural 

philosophy, and to employ themselves in useless endeavours to discover the  

òphilosopherõs stone.ó Ripley was one of these, and soon after he had  assumed the 

religious habit, and had been elected a canon,  he quitted England, and spent 

several years abroad in travelling, particularly in Italy. At Rome he obtained a 

dispensation from the Pope, to exempt him from attending the  devotional 

services, and other religious ceremonies observed  by the rest of his brethren in 

the monaster y, and this leave  was granted, in order to enable him to give his 

whole time  and attention to scientific pursuits. On his return, however,  he found 

the canons unwilling to allow one of their number  to partake of the emoluments 

of office, while he was at th e same time exempted from the discipline and duties 

required  of each member, by the laws of the society. He therefore  resigned his 

canonry, and retired to Boston, in Lincolnshire,  where he ended his days, as an 

anchoret of the order of the  Carmelites. Some  curious extracts from his writings, 

several copies of which are preserved in various manuscript collections, will be 

found in the Appendix .À 

 The historical narrative of the monastery has now been  brought down 

from its foundation, to the period of its dis solution, which we shall shortly have to 

relate.  

 A few brief biographical notices of the principal individuals, who passed 

their lives within its walls, and who were  distinguished, above the rest, either for 

piety or learning,  are nearly all the materials  of general interest that can be  

gathered from the records of any monastic establishment.  Indeed, it is not to be 

supposed, that a body of men, who  by the rule of their order were devoted to 

retirement, and  whose time was divided between the daily exercise s of devotion, 

                                                           
* See Thompsonõs Historical Sketches of Bri dlington, p. 144, for a very correct representation of a 

similar tomb -stone found at the same time belonging to Robert Charder, a canon.  
À See Appendix G. 
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and the quiet pursuits of reading and writing, * should  act a conspicuous part on 

the stage of life, or have their  private concerns mixed up with the affairs of the 

great and  busy world.  

 The Priory of Bridlington had now existed during a per iod of four 

centuries, and in that time had acquired a very large  share of power and 

property. Its revenues were, at this  time, of the clear value of more than five 

hundred pounds a  year, an immense income, considering the value of money  at 

that day, when it was thought sufficient to assign a  stipend of eight pounds a 

year for the maintenance of a  parish priest, who was to represent the prior and 

canons as the religious instructor of the people.  

 During the century of which we have been speaking, the  writin gs of 

Wycliffe, and others, in England, had prepared  the minds of the people for some 

reformation in the established religion of the country. But in the reign of Henry  

the Eighth, the tyranny and usurpation of the Papacy  were attacked with vigour 

and success, by such men as Luther and Calvin on the Continent ; while, in our 

own country, Cranmer, and Ridley, and Latimer, strove with unusual wisdom 

and moderation to free the church from those  erroneous doctrines and practices, 

which had no foundation  either in  reason or revelation. À 

 Among the various important changes, which were introduced into our 

ecclesiastical establishment at this memorable period, perhaps one of the 

greatest was the general dissolution of the monasteries throughout the kingdom. 

When the church of England had refused any longer to acknowledge the usurped 

supremacy of the Pope, the King, as  supreme head of the church, appointed 

Cromwell, then  secretary of state, his vicar -general. He was directed to  employ 

commissioners to commence a genera l visitation, in  order to ascertain the state of 

the religious houses. The  alteration which had now taken place in the religious 

feelings  of the nation, added to the diffusion of learning, had opened  their eyes to 

the absurdity of the miracles pretended to  be performed by the monks, the 

inefficacy of masses for the  souls of the dead, and of adoring saints and relics. All  

these things, which had so long been the objects of superstitious awe and 

veneration, were now denounced by the  reformers, as idolatrous, and repugnant 

to the word of God ; and as having no place in the records of primitive 

Christianity.  

 It is not necessary to suppose that the disorders said to be  discovered in 

the religious houses were universal, but it is  certain they prevailed to a great 

extent. The means, however, by which the monks had acquired their power, 

ceased any longer to exert their influence over the minds of the  people; and there 

was so much fraud and hypocrisy in  their system, when its foundations were 

narrowly examined,  as to furnish sufficient cause for suppressing the order  

altogether.  

 In the twenty -seventh year of Henry the Eighth, an act  of parliament 

was passed, by which the state, in consideration of the abuses which had crept 

into the lesser monasteries,  ordered them to  be dissolved, and their revenues to 

be confiscated to the King õs use. By the term lesser monasteries,  all such as  had 

                                                           
* See Appendix H.  
À òOur godly forefathers, to whom under God we owe the purity of our religion, and some of which 

laid down their lives for the defence of the same, they had no purpose, nor had they any warrant 

to set up a new religion, but to reform the old, by purging it from those innovations which, in tract 

of time, (some sooner, some later,) had min gled with it and corrupted it both in doctrine and 

worship.óñBishop Sanderson, as quoted in Wordsworth õs Ecclesiastical Biography, vol. ii.  
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not an income of more than 200 l . per annum  were stated to be comprised within 

the meaning of the act.  

 The greater monasteries, however, of which Bridlington  was one, saw 

that the execution of this act was but a step to  further aggressions, and the 

greatest fears were entertained  of the consequences. 

 The following letter from William Wode, the last prior  of Bridlington, to 

Thomas Cromwell,  secretary of state, is  now for the first time published, and was 

transcribed by the  author from Roger Dodsworth õs copy of the original, in the  

Bodleian Library. * 

 

 òRight worshipfull, my duty in most humble manner  remembered, I 

recommend me to your gude m astershipp.  And forsomuch as your said 

mastershipp, by your last  letters to me directed, advised me, and in like manner  

counselled me, to recognize the King õs hyghnes to be our  Patron and Founder, 

forasmuch as no article, word, sentence,  or clause, in our original grante to hus 

made by Gilbert de  Gaunte, cosign to our original Founder, appeared to the  

contrarye whye of equitie his hyghnes owght not so to be,  or else to appere before 

ane other of his gracious counsell  the last day of October, as I wold avoyd  his 

Graceõs hygh displeasure. In this matter, even so humbly as I canne, I  shall 

beseche your good mastershipp to be gude master to  me, and your poor and 

cotidiall orators my brethren. For  notwithstanding the King õs Grace his noble 

progenitors titles  and clames heretofore made to our sayd partronage and  

foundershipp, (thoughe all we are, and ever wil be at his  most gracious 

commandment and pleasor) yet we have ever  bene dimissed clere without any 

interruption on this behalf  nigh this two hundred yeares, as  shall appere before 

your  gudeness under substantiall evidence of record. And so I  beseech your 

mastershipp we may be at this tyme, ffor in  your mastershipp our holle trust in 

all our gude causes  remayneth. And wheras I am deteyned with divers infirmities 

in my body, and in lyke manner am feble of nature,  so that without great 

jeopardie of my lyffe, I cannot, nor am  not hable to labor in doing of my deuty to 

appere before your mastershipp, I right humbly besech your gudenes to  have me 

excused, and in like m anner to accept the bearer  my brother, as my lawfull 

deputie in this behaulf, who shall  make your mastershipp answer as concerning 

these premises,  to whom I beseeche your mastershipp geve firme credence, of  

whom also ye shall receve a pore token from me, w hich I  eftsoones besech your 

gude mastershipp to accept thankfully,  with my pore hert and cotidiall prayers, 

of which ye shall be  assured enduryng my lyffe, as is my duty, God willinge,  who 

ever preserve your gude mastershipp in much worshipp  long to endur e, ffrom our 

Monastery of Bridlington, the  xxiii  day of October, by your humble and cotidiall 

servant,  

    Will Í Prior  

 [1537.]     of the same.ó 

 

 The discontent and fears produced by the suppression of  the lesser 

monasteries, being fomented by the heads  of the religious houses, and by several 

of the nobility and gentry  who were strongly attached to the rites and ceremonies 

of popery, soon led to several acts of rebellion, which only   served to hasten the 
                                                           
* This copy has since been compared with the original preserved in the British Museum among 

the Harleian MSS. Cleopa tra, E. iv. p. 53. The date, 1537, is inserted in R. Dodsworth õs copy, but 

is wanting in the original.  
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destruction of the monasteries. An  insurrection in  Lincolnshire was headed by 

the prior of  Barlings in disg uise; and another broke out about the  same time in 

Yorkshire, which was called the  òPilgrimage  of Grace.ó Both, however, were soon 

quelled. The last  insurrection which took place, was chiefly in the North and  East 

Ridings of Yorkshire, and in this William Wode, the  last prior of Bridlington, 

appears to have taken a prominent  part. This attempt, like the former, proved 

unsuccessful; and the leaders of the insurgents, among whom were the  Lord 

DõArcy, Ea rl of Holderness ; Sir Robert Constable, of  Flamborough ; Sir Thomas 

Percy;* the abbots of Fountains,  Rievaulx, and Jervaulx ; and the prior of 

Bridlington, were  apprehended and executed for high treason.  

 The suppression of the religious establishments over  which these 

unfortunate persons had presided, was now a  measure of no great difficulty, and 

in the thirty -first year  of Henry the Eighth, an act similar to the one just 

mentioned was passed, for the suppression of the greater monasteries.  

 In pursuance of this act of parliament, an inquisition was  held A.D. 1538, 

at York, before William Fox Esq., the  Kingõs escheator, when Sir William Fairfax, 

and other  commissioners, who had been appointed to inquire into  the value of the 

manors forfeited to the King, upon  the seizing of the persons attainted of high 

treason in the late  rebellion, were examined on oath, and at this time the clear  

annual value of the manor of Bridlington was declared to  be 196l . 5s. 5d. and that 

of the rectory, which had been  appropriated to  the prior and convent, 36 l . 6s. 8d.À 

 The buildings belonging to the monastery were demolished the following 

year A.D. 1539, including the transepts,  central tower, and choir of the 

conventual church. The  letter which follows, has been published in the ne w 

edition  of Dugdaleõs Monasticon ; and, although the latter part only  relates to the 

demolition of this Priory, yet the particulars  respecting the destruction of 

Jervaulx Abbey serve equally to  show the line of proceedings adopted in similar 

cases. The ori ginal letter is preserved in the British Museum, but the  author 

transcribed it from Roger Dodsworth õs copy in the  Bodleian Library. It is 

addressed to Cromwell, the chief  secretary of state, by Richard Bellycys, one of 

the commissioners.  

 

 òPleasythe your good Lordshipp to be advertysed. I  have taken downe all 

the lead of Jervayse, and made itt in  pecys of half -foders, which lead amounteth 

to the numbre of  eighteen score and five foders, with thirty and foure foders,  and 

a half, that were there before. And the said lead cannot be conveit, nor caryed 

unto the next sombre, for the  ways in that contre are so foule, and deep, that no 

carrage, can passe in wyntre. And as concerning the raising, and  taken downe 

the house, if itt be your Lordshipps pleasure  I am mi nded to let itt stand to the 

Spring of the yere, by  reason of t he days are now so short it w olde be double 

charge to do itt now. And as concerning the selling of the  bells I cannot sell them 

above 15s. the hundreth, wherein  I would gladly know your Lordshi pps pleasor, 

whether I  should sell them after that price, or send them up to London.  And if 

they be sent up surely the carriage wolbe costly frome  that place to the water. 

And as for Byrdlington I have  doyn nothing there as yet, but sparethe itt to 
                                                           
* He was second son to Henry Algernon, fifth Earl of Northumberland, who died about A.D. 1527, 

and by whom the famous Percy Household Book was composed, A.D. 1512, for the use of his 

castles of Wressil and Leckingfield, near Beverley, where, in the minster, he erected the beautiful 

Percy monument in memory of the Earl and Countess, his father and mother.  
À See Appendix I.  
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March n ext,  bycause the days now are so short, and from such tyme as  I begyn I 

trust shortly to dyspatche it after such fashion that  when all is fynished, I trust 

your Lordshipp shall that think  that I have bene no evyll howsbound in all such 

things, as  your Lord shipp haith appoynted me to doo. And thus the  Holy Ghost 

ever preserve your Lordshipp in honor. At  York this fourteenth day of November 

by your most bounden  beadsman. 

[1538.]     Richard Bellycys. ó 

 

 The promise contained in this letter was amply fulfilled  in the demolition 

of the Priory of Bridlington. Never was  transition more rapid from the height of 

prosperity and  power, to almost utter annihilation. For nearly four centuries this 

magnificent monastery had flourished in uninterrupted security. Thirty -one 

superiors of the convent had  succeeded each other in a long and unbroken line of 

succession, and the last unfortunate person, who filled this illustrious  and 

dignified station, was now doomed to prove, by bitter  experience, the instability 

of human fortun e; himself condemned to perish on the scaffold, and his princely 

revenues squandered in reckless profusion, to gratify the rapacity of  courtiers, or 

the extravagance of royal desires. It was not  for such purposes that these 

revenues had been bequeathed  by the noble benefactors of the monastery. In 

their minds,  the first feeling was a sincere though mistaken notion of  providing 

for the repose of their souls, and the remission of  their sins, by bestowing their 

worldly possessions to promote  the honour of God,  and the sumptuousness of his 

house, and the splendid solemnities of his worship, and the maintenance  of the 

priests of his altar ; the next, a spirit of benevolence  towards their fellow men, the 

relief of the poor, and the care  of the infirm.  

 We mean not to assert, that these benevolent intentions  had, in all cases, 

been carried into effect by those to whom  their execution was entrusted. Suppose 

them to have been  generally abused, and misapplied. What was the proper  work 

of reformation ? Was it not to lead back the streams  of charity into their original 

channel, or one more beneficial  to the community at large? * Were there no longer 

schools and hospitals to be founded? No clergy to be respectably  maintained?  No 

more poor to be relieved?ñLet the present deplo rable state of many of our 

impoverished parishes answer.  

 By the dissolution of the monastery, the manor and  rectory of 

Bridlington, which had been granted by William  the Conqueror to Gilbert de 

Gaunt, and by him to the  prior and convent, now reverted to h is royal successor 

Henry the Eighth, by whom, and his successor, Edward the  Sixth, they were 

granted on lease to various individuals.  

 In the time of Queen Elizabeth the manor and rectory  were granted on 

lease to John Stanhope Esq., on condition  of paying a salary of eight pounds a 

year to a priest, who  should perform divine service, and have the charge of souls  

within the parish. The lessee was also allowed to take stone  from the ruins of the 

monastery for the repairs of the pier.  

 The manor and rectory we re conferred by James the First  upon Sir John 

Ramsay, a Scotch baronet, to whom the title  of Earl of Holderness, extinct by the 

attainder of the Lord  DõArcy in the late rebellion, had been given, as a reward  for 

his services.  

                                                           
* See Sir Henry Spelman õs Treatise  on Tithes . 
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 In the time of Charles the Fi rst the manor was sold by  the Ramsay 

family to thirteen inhabitants of the town ; by whom it was purchased on behalf of 

themselves and the  other tenants within the manor. By letters patent of  Charles 

the First, reciting all the former grants made by  his pre decessors and others to 

the dissolved Priory, the  manor was confirmed to the then proprietors and their 

successors, one of whom is annually elected chief lord of the  manor. * 

 The Rectory was sold to the Boyntons, from whom it  passed successively 

into the p ossession of the Fairfaxes,  Bowers, and Heblethwaytes, who are the 

present impropriators. À 

 The advowson was, however, retained  by t he Crown, the  nomination 

being vested in the Archbishop of York; by  whom, towards the close of the last 

century, it was tran sferred, under the act of parliament, to the Rev. Matthew  

Buck, and his heirs, in consideration of a donation for the  augmentation of the 

living, to enable it to receive Queen  Anneõs bounty .Ā 

 Some account of the public charities belonging to the  parish of  

Bridlington will be found in the Appendix. § 

 

 

 

                                                           
* See Appendix K.  
À See Appendix L. See also Allen õs History of Yorkshire, Lib. IV. c. 12. p. 15.  
Ā See Appendix M.  
§ See Appendix N.  



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER II.  

 

 

 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION.  

 

THE  nave of the ancient Priory Church, and an arched  gateway leading to it are 

the sole remains of the once  spacious and magnificent monastery of Bridling ton. 

But in  order to form a just estimate of these beautiful architectural  fragments 

they must be viewed in connection with those  parts of the fabric now destroyed, 

or we shall never form a  just idea of the rel ative proportions of the whole. * The 

ancient p recinct of the monastery must have been accurately  defined by the walls 

and gates with which it was enclosed in  the reign of Richard the Second, but no 

traces of them exist,  if we except the ancient gate -house, or principal entrance to  

the close of the Pri ory, now called the  ôBayle Gateõ. Through this noble gateway 

we enter the ancient close of  the monastery, which is still an open space, called 

ôthe Greenõ, and used as it formerly was, for holding the fair  granted by King 

John to the canons .À On the north side of this piece of ground stands the church, 

and a paved causeway, the same width as the gate, leads directly across it to  the 

great west door; the south -west angle of the church  facing the Bayle Gate. The 

principal tower appears to  have been in the cen tre of the church between the 

nave, and the choir now gone ; it is stated in the Visitor õs Survey to  have been 

furnished with seven bells, but in a very ruinous  state. A buttress of a similar 

style to those on either side  of the great west window seems to h ave been raised 

at the  north -east corner of the church on the inside for its support.  At the west 

end there appears to have been also two towers,  of which the lower stories only 

now remain. The north -western tower is now unroofed, and the arches connecting  

it  with the north aisle are built up. The name of ôthe old  steepleõ it may have 

acquired probably from a bell, or bells,  hung in it since the dissolution, the three 

bells which the  church now possesses were purchased by subscription about  the 

middle of th e last century, Ā and the octagon turret, with  its leaden cupola, which 

was erected for their reception on  the top of the basement of the south -west 

tower, is as anomalous and disfiguring to the venerable structure to which it is  

attached, as can well be co nceived. The ruined state of the  central tower may 

account for the extensive repairs which  appear to have been in progress at the 

west end of the nave,  when their completion was stopped by the dissolution of the  

monastery. The effect of these repairs was t o assimilate  the western front of the 

church, to that of the beautiful  neighbouring collegiate church of Beverley, which 

is in  the same style. Between the south -western tower, and  the south door, the 

                                                           
* It is reported, I know not with what degree of accuracy, that drawings and ground plans of the 

church and mo nastery of Bridlington, taken before the dissolution, are preserved along with those 

of many other English monasteries, in the college at St. Omer õs, and in the Vatican at Rome.  
À This was probably also the ancient market -place, as at Whitby the market dur ing the time the 

monastery was in existence was held near it, round an old cross, but after its dissolution removed 

into the town, for the better convenience of the inhabitants. ñSee Charltonõs History of Whitby.  
Ā A.D. 1763: the tenor bell weighs 1199 lbs.  
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priorõs lodge was built against the wall  of the church : the hall having an ascent of 

twenty steps  on the south : in the wall of the church the pillars and  groined 

arches of the vaulted apartment below it still  remain. * Eastward of the prior õs 

lodge, along the south  wall of the church, may be seen ranges of stone  abutments 

for  supporting the beams of the roof, of one side of the cloisters  which were so 

situated as to connect the prior õs lodge with the  church, and the other domestic 

buildings of the monastery.  On the east side of the cloister square was the 

dormito ry,  occupying, as it would seem, the position of what would otherwise 

have been the south transept ; and beyond it, as a  building detached from the rest 

of the fabric, the chapter -house. The refectory was on the south side of the 

cloister.  The buildings of the monastery thus occupying the area south  of the 

church, the ancient burying ground was therefore  entirely on the north side. And 

beyond the street which  bounds the church -yard on the north, and surrounding  a 

large piece of water, called ôthe Green Dykeõ, were the barns and stables, granary, 

maltkiln, and other agricultural premises belonging to the convent ; which, if we 

may judge from their dimensions, as given in the Visitor õs Survey,  being also 

built of stone and covered with lead, were on  a very large  and substantial scale. 

Such appears to have  been the original plan of the monastery, and the relative  

position of the various buildings of which it was composed ; and, having given this 

general outline of the whole, we may  now proceed to a more particular 

examination of the several  parts.  

 The principal entrance to the Priory, now known by the  name of the 

Bayle Gate,À is still entire. Most of the larger  monasteries were furnished with 

such an appendage; and these gates have, in several instances, escaped th e 

general  demolition of the rest of the monastic buildings. Those remaining at St. 

Albanõs and Ely are similar to the present one.  

 On approaching the church by this entrance, a very beautiful  view of it is 

presented to the eye, the noble west front and  part of the south side of the nave 

being visible under the  archway, the groined roof of which is of excellent 

workmanship, and very handsome. (See Plate I.) Ā In this view, too,  the site of the 

eastern part of the old conventual church  being hidden from the v iew by the arch 

of the gate, there  is no one from which we may form a better idea of the  original 

grandeur of the edifice, if the eye were not offended  by the incongruous modern 

bell -turret, on the top of the  south -western tower. On reference to Plate I. i t will 

be observed that on the outer side next the town there is a  greater arch and a 

postern, in the sides of which the hooks  that formerly supported the doors still 

remain. The upper  part of this building, next the town, has been rebuilt with  

brick so as greatly to disfigure its beauty, ñof the other side  a view is given in 

Plate II. This building is thus described  in the Commissioners õ Survey, § at the 

time of the dissolution of the Priory, and has been very little altered since  that 

period :ñ 

 òAt the comi ng in of the Priory is a gate -house four  square of tower -

fashion, builded with f free stone, and well  covered with leade. And on the south 

syde of the same gatehouse, ys a porterõs lodge wt . a chymney, a rounde stayre  

ledying up to a hye chamber,  wherein th e three weks courte **  ys always kept in, 

                                                           
* The demolished priorõs lodge has not been succeeded by any parsonage-house. 
À Ballium, a fortress or prison.  
Ā The Numbers refer to the List of the Plates . 
§ See Appendix O. 
**  The Court Baron was formerly held every three weeks. ñBlackstone , -vol. iii.  
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wt. a chymney in the same, and betweene  the stayre foote, and the same hie 

chamber where the courte  ys kepte, be tow proper chambers, one above the other,  

wt. chymneys. In the north side of the same gate -house ys th ere a prison, for 

offenders wtin the towne, called the  Kydcott. And in the same northsyde is a lyke 

payre of  stayres ledyng up to one hye chamber in the same toure  with a chymney. 

Md. that all the wyndowes of the sayd  toure be clerely wtoute glasse. ó 

 The larger arch on the outer side of the gate is ornamented with two 

broad hollow mouldings, in which, at intervals, are placed leaves, flowers, and 

grotesque heads. There  is a similar moulding under the great west window, of 

which,  as well as the highly ornam ented door beneath it, a separate  Plate has 

been published as a companion to those in the  present work.  

 The arch on the inner side is elegantly wrought below its  spring with two 

compartments of trefoil -headed pannelling,  one above the other, surmounted by  a 

narrow band of  quatre -foils. On the right side of this arch is a flat -headed door, 

which seems to have been formerly a window, as there  is a corresponding one on 

the other side now filled up.  This building has undergone considerable repairs 

within  the l ast few years. * 

 The four corbels from which the groined roof of the gateway springs, are 

well worth notice. They represent four  figures in a sitting posture. Two of them 

are delineated  in Plate VIII. On one side are two ecclesiastics, with the  monkõs 

cowl and habit, and one of them has an instrument  something like a bagpipe 

under his arm. On the other  side is a king and a warrior, the former is crowned, 

and in  chain armour ; the other bears a shield, on which may still be  traced the 

device of a dagger: but all are much defaced, as  well as the bosses upon the 

intersections of the groining,  which are large, and seem to have been well 

wrought.  

 From this fine gateway we proceed to the grand western  entrance of the 

ancient Priory Church. (See Plate III.)  It is p rofusely decorated, an d is an 

exquisite specimen of the  architecture of Henry the Seventh õs time: excepting, 

however, the north -western tower, which we have before observed  belongs to a 

much earlier period. On either side of the great  west door is a range of six niches 

with brackets for the statues,  ornamented with angel heads. These niches are 

three feet  high, and the elegant crocketed canopies with which they  are 

surmounted rise to the same height . Above the door,  within the ogee canopy, 

which rises over it, and is like the  niches ornamented with crockets, is another 

niche. The  design of the whole seems to have corresponded with that of  the high 

altar screen, which contained statues of Christ and  the twelve Apostles, at the 

Assumption of the Virgin. Here,  however, the niche over the door was most likely 

occupied by the Virgin and Child. There are also two other niches,  placed rather 

singularly, so as to interrupt the perpendicular  mouldings of the great door on 

each side; they might be  intended for stoups, or holy-water basins, but in their 

present mutilated condition it is difficult to determine. Niches  similar to the six 

on each side the great door are continued  round the immense buttresses which 

flank the west window ; but the brackets of these are plain, and the canopied 

heads of the niches on the face of the buttress are of a pattern  diverse from the 

others.  The wall below the window and the  entire surface of the buttresses is 

richly pannelled throughout,  and the base-mouldings are extremely bold and well  

                                                           
* These repairs, however useful or necessary to the preservation of the fabric, have so far 

modernised the exterior, that we can no longer praise the venerable grey walls of this very 

ancient building.  
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executed. The foliage of the ornamental borders within the arch  of the great door 

is uncommonly elegant, although sadly  mutilated. There are three patterns: one 

of oak leaves and acorns; another of olive leaves and berries ; a third of vine  

leaves and grap es; and the capitals of the side shafts are  blended into one broad 

border of vine leaves.  

 The west window is fifty -five feet in height, from its base  to the crown of 

the arch, and twenty -seven in breadth.  The head is filled with good perpendicular 

tracery ; the lower compartment below the transom is the only portion at  present 

glazed, and is fifteen feet high. Along this there is  a gallery connecting the two 

western towers, and it is remarkable that the upper part of the window is two 

feet wider than  the pa rt below the transom. The door in the south -west tower is 

precisely of the same character as the larger one  just described ; its ornaments 

are in better preservation, and  it has therefore been engraved in Plate VI., as a 

specimen of both.  

 The north -western  tower has a low door, now walled up,  and a 

semicircular arch, the only doorway of this form now  remaining in the building. 

The mouldings, however, are  devoid of any ornament. The style of this tower is 

early  English, as is also the whole of the north side  of the church.  (See Plate IV.)  

 The windows eastward of the north porch are beautiful specimens of this 

style. Three are in pairs and  two single: the buttresses which separate them are 

also extremely light and elegant, surmounted by triangular heads  crocketed; in 

the centre of each is a grotesque figure,  serving the purpose of a water -spout. The 

clerestory  windows correspond with those on the south side of the  church, which 

are all early decorated, excepting the three  nearest the south -west tower. These, 

as well as the piers  below them, seem to have been altered along with the west  

front. The tracery is perpendicular, though far inferior to  that of the great west 

window ; and the piers, instead of being  clustered, are quadrangular, and covered 

with pannellin g like  the interior and exterior wall of the west front. All the  

decorated windows of the church are of an early kind, and  the tracery consists of 

various combinations of trefoils, and  quatre -foils ; there is  no instance of the more 

elegant decorated  tracer y, of which the west window at York is so fine an  

example. The parapet of the nave is ornamented with a  border of very unusual 

pattern (see Plate VIII.) : it is continued round the top of the north -west tower.  

 The north porch is a truly splendid specimen o f architecture, and 

perhaps better worth preservation than any other  part of the fabric ; but it has 

been sadly neglected, as the  entrance is seldom used, and the earth has been 

suffered to  accumulate so much against the whole of the north side of the  church, 

that there is now a descent of several steps into the  porch. In spite, however, of 

damp and dirt, the freshness  of some parts of the sculpture is astonishing. In 

Plate VII.  an elevation of this porch is given, as it would appear if the  earth were 

cleared away which now conceals the lower part of  the columns below the two 

heads, which form brackets in the  niches on either side. The variety and beauty 

of the mouldings is very great; among these the toothed ornament  is conspicuous, 

and the open work of the foliage on the capitals  of the columns is of the best sort. 

The groined stone ceiling  is destroyed, and the original angular roof of the porch  

has been displaced to make way for the erection of a room  over the porch, which 

has had a communication with the  interior of the church. This upper story is 

altogether unworthy of the lower. There is a perpendicular window of  five lights 

in front, and an ogee arch at the side.  
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 The east wall of the church is merely an unsightly mass of  buttresses. 

Two windows, probab ly taken from the ruins  of the choir, have been inserted, ñ

one is decorated, the other  perpendicular. The architecture of the demolished 

choir * appears to have corresponded with that of the north aisle of  the church; 

nothing is said about the north transept . In  the north aisle of the choir were 

eleven narrow windows, and  similar ones in the south aisle, every one of them ôof 

one lyghteõ except two windows on the south with  ôfive lyghtes  apiece.õ In the east 

end of the choir were eleven windows;  ôten of one l yghte, and one of three lyghtes. õ 

The clerestory  windows appear also to have been similar to those in the  aisles, 

being described as a double story of the same. There  does not seem to have been 

any painted glass in the choir,  for it is particularly mention ed, the ôwindowes 

were all of  whyte glasse.õ Some fragments, however, have been found  in digging 

near the church, and have been taken out of  the upper part of the great west 

window, which are in the  possession of some of the inhabitants. The interior of  

th e choir is said to have been well covered with wainscot; the  stalls substantial, 

and at the time of the dissolution ônewly  made after the right goodly fashion. õ The 

stone screen at the high altar is said to have been of a great height, excellently 

well wro ught, and as well  ôgildedõ according to  the taste of the day. It was 

decorated with a number of  large statues, representing Christ at the Assumption 

of the Virgin (to whom the church was dedicated) and the twelve  Apostles. In the 

space between the splendid  screen and the east end of the church, was the shrine 

of St. John of  Bridlington. This shrine ôwas placed in a fair chapel on  high, having 

on either side a stair of stone for to go and  come byõñand underneath were five 

chapels furnished with  their respect ive altars and images. The vestry was on the  

south side of the choir. It is to be regretted that no ruins  of the eastern part of the 

conventual church now remain to  enable us to verify and illustrate the curious 

particulars of  the above description; nor ha ve the casual discoveries of the  

foundation of walls and pillars been recorded with sufficient  exactness to throw 

any material light in addition upon the  subject.À  

 The nave consists of nine arches, exclusive of the western  towers. The 

eastern wall is not  perpendicular to the side  walls, as will appear from the 

ground plan, (see Plate X.)  There is an ascent of three steps to the altar, which is  

probably on the site of the screen which separated the nave  from the choir. Ā On 

the ground plan are marked the di visions by which the three eastern arches are 

appropriated to  the chancel; the three middle ones are filled with pews, and  here 

the service is performed; the three western are unoccupied.  

 The font is quite plain, and r aised on two steps; it is of  marble, common 

in Derbyshire, which is full of petrifactions.  The monumental stone near it is 

shown in Plate IX. The  sculpture is very ancient ; but this stone has evidently 

been brought from some other part of the church, after the dissolution, to its 

present situ ation, and used as a tomb -stone. There is an inscription much 

defaced, the letters wretchedly  executed, with the date 1587 on the under side; 

the stone  having been turned to display the sculpture. Of the pewing  of this 

church nothing can be said, but that it is irregular,  inconvenient, and altogether 

                                                           
* The beautiful collegiate church of Howden shared a s imilar fate; Mr. Pennant says, òHowden is 

distinguished by the ruin of its fine church, in form of a cross, length 251 feet, transept 100 feet, 

east part quite a ruin .ó The chapter -house is an octagon of the richest workmanship, also in 

ruins.ñSee Allenõs History of Yorkshire.  Book IV. c. 15. p. 165.  
À See Allenõs History of Yorkshire, b. iv. c. 12, p. 11.  
Ā The present screen and altar -piece were probably erected in Q ueen Anneõs reign, A.D. 1713.  
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unworthy of the fine building in  which it is placed ; and it is to be hoped the 

efforts which  have been made from time to time for a general improvement, will 

ultimately be successful .* 

 The clustered pillars (s ee Plate V.) are extremely fine;  they consist of 

twelve shafts, arranged upon a quadrangular  base; the four at the angles are 

larger than the rest, and  the eight smaller are placed in pairs between them. The  

capitals are plain, and the mouldings of the arc hes very bold  and numerous. 

There are dripstones over many of them,  terminated by heads. The triforia, on 

the south side, are  similar to the gallery over the great west door, being formed  

by pillars parallel to the mullions of the clerestory windows  below the transom. 

They are fifteen feet high, and three  in breadth. Under the clerestory windows, 

on the north  side, is a range of arches filled with open -work tracery, like  the 

windows above, and apparently intended for triforia;  but there is no gallery or 

passage whatever. Immediately  over these arches is a passage, on a level with 

the bottom  of the north clerestory windows, and another on the opposite side, 

above the triforia already mentioned. There  are winding staircases leading to 

these triforia in the two  western towers; and formerly the only approach to both  

was by a door-way in the north -western tower, the communication being kept up 

by means of the gallery over the  west door, which has been described. The 

difference  between the angle of the original roo f of the church is nine  feet and a 

half; and owing to this, the upper part of the  west window is hidden from view on 

the inside.  

 The length of the present church, in the interior, is 185  feet; and the 

distance of the farthest pillar from the east  wall of the church, whose foundation 

has been taken up,  125 feet; so that the ancient church seems to have been  nearly 

of the same length as Beverley minster, about 333  feet: its breadth is 68 feet ; and 

height about 70 feet.  

 The south door is very plain ; but in t he inside wall near  it, is a handsome 

corbel, terminated by a grotesque figure,  for which, see Plate VIII. In the same 

plate will also be  found a very elegant ornamental arch over the interior of  the 

north door.  

 A list of testamentary burials and monument al inscriptions  will be found 

in the Appendix. À The only ancient  ones now remaining are the slab near the font 

before-mentioned, and a flat grey stone also near the font, formerly  ornamented 

with the figure of a warrior, and four shields at  the corners ; but the brasses are 

gone. It cannot be doubted,  from Torr õs account of the testamentary burials, that 

several  persons of distinction were here interred ; but chiefly in the  choir and 

transepts, and so the monuments have been demolished along with them. Ā The 

tomb-stones of a prior  and canon, now preserved in the vestry, have been 

described in the former chapter ; and another tomb -stone, without inscription, 

with a cross beautifully sculptured on it, was found  buried near the north door, 

and is kept in the church  for the  inspection of the curious. The shrine of St. John, 

formerly  at the east end, has also been noticed. In the Harl. MSS.  British 

                                                           
* The western gallery was rebuilt and enlarged in 1834, by v oluntary subscription, aided by a 

grant from the Society for Building and Repairing Churches. An Organ, value 200 guineas, was 

presented to the church by a liberal individual at the same time.  
À See Appendix P. 
Ā The only ancient monuments now remaining in  the abbey church at Selby, are two knights and 

a lady, and a slab for Abbot Selby, A.D. 1504. The ancient wooden stalls remain in the choir. ñSee 

Cookeõs Topography of Yorkshire, p. 217. 
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Museum, (Vitell. E.) there are four drawings, rudely  executed with a pen, and 

damaged at the edges by fire, of  the shrine s of Prior Gregory and Sir George 

Ripley ; and two other monuments unknown. Gregory was prior, A.D. 1181; but 

this shrine belongs to the 15th century: he is  lying under an ogee canopy, 

ornamented with crockets, and  surmounted by a handsome finial. His dress  

differs little  from that of a bishop, and he wears the mitre. On Ripley õs tomb 

there is no recumbent figure, but simply a cross ; and over it, on a shield, a lion 

rampant. The monument of Sir  Martin de la See, now in the chancel of Barmston 

church,  is stat ed in a Bodl. MS. to have been ôbrought out of  Brellington. õ 
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