






















HISTuH\' OF Kll\OSTUS-l' 'PO:S-Jil:I.L. 

towu has been peculiarly neglected and misrepresented, even by the time
honoured antiquarians, Leland and Cnmden. The forruer, who commenced 
the collection of materials for his Itinerary in 1538, and completed it in 
154:), visited this town in the former year, and "be has done little more re
garding Hull," says Mr. Frost, "than hand down to us the loose and 
unauthenticated traditions which be collected during his visit." "The 
tow ne," he snys, " was in the tyme of Eel ward the 3. but a mea ne fischar 
toune, and longid as a ruerubre to Hasillc Village, a 2. or 3. mile of upper on 
Humber. The first great cncrcasing of the toune wns by passing for fisch 
into Iscland, from whens they had the hole trnde of stoke fisch into England, 
and partly other fisch. In Richard the 2. dayes the tounc waxid very rich, 
and Michael de la Pole, ruarchaunt of Hulle, and prcntyce, as sum say, w 
one Rotenhcring, of the same toune, cam into so high favor for wit, actyvite, 
and riches, that be was made Counte of Southfolk, wherapon be got of King 
Uichard the 2. many grauntes and privilcg<'s to the tounc; and yn hill tymc 
the touue was wonderfully augmentid yn building, and was enclosid with 
diches, and the wnul begon, and yn continuance cndid, nnd made al of brikc, 
as most part of the houses of the toun at that tyme was."* And again he 
says, "The toune of Kingeston had first by graunt custodem, then bailives, 
then maire and bailh·es, and in King Henry the 6. tyme a mairc, a shirive, 
and the toun to be shire ground by it self. One told me, that their first 
great corporation was grauntid to Kingeston a 180 yere syus. "t 

Camden (who finished his Rritannia in 160i), trusting to the authority of 
Leland, is equally incorrect in the account which he gives of the origin of 
this place. "It is," he writes, "a town of no great antiquity. Edwar<l I., 
who for his princely virtues dese"es a place among our first and best kings, 
obse"ing the advantageous situation of the place, which was before called 
Wik, purchased it by exchange of the Abbot or Meaux, and instead of the 
vaccaria. and bercharia, by which I understand pens for cattle and sheep, 
which be found there, built a town, which be called Kingstone, or the King's 
Town, establishing there, as the record sets forth, a port and free borough, 
making the inhabitants free burgesses, and granting them various privileges.": 
This venerable writer then follows the popular tradition, that the town rose 
to a state of affiuence in the reign of Richard ll., partly in consequence of 
the privileges granted to it through the intercession or Michael de la Pole, 
Earl of Suffolk, and partly through its trade in stockfish. 

• ltin. cd. T. Heame, fol. 53. t Itin. ed. T. Hearne, fol. M. 

: Cnm. Brit. (Gough's edit., 1806), vol. ill., p. 2,7, 







HISTORY OF KINGSTON· UPON· HULL. 5 

of Hessle. Ralph de Mortimer was then Lord of the Manor, and bad under 
him fourteen villains, or small farmers, occupying three carucates, or plough
lands, which amounted to 800 acres. Edina had nearly 1,000 acres in the 
same manor. There was here also a church, and a minister belonging to it, 
in the reign of Edward the ConCessor. The whole manor, and all the villages 
therein, were assessed at 100 shillings, but afterwards, on account of the 
repeated devaetations made by the Danes, it was reduced to sixty. The 
villages and hamlets which then belonged to the manor were Kirk-Ella, in 
which were only two bovates of land that contained about SO acres of tillage ; 
Waudby, in which were about 100 acres in tillage; Riplingham, in which 
were about 120 acres in tillage; Yorkfteet, containing about 100 acres of 
tillage ; Woolferton, with about 140 acres in tillage; and Hassel (Hessle), 
in which were about 100 acres in tillage. 

The greater part of these lands then lay waste, the country being not at 
that time recovered from the devastations of the Danes. In Hessle, four 
villains occupied one co.rucate more. In Sculcoates, or Cowscoates, the Arch
bishop of York had about 100 acres ; and in Drypool nearly 20 more, with 
an arable close, which then lay waste. In the manors of Sculcoates and 
Drypool, Ote and Ravenhill poBSessed three bovates of land, which amounted 
to about 130 acres. Ralpb de Mortimer, who was ancestor of the famous 
Earls of March, was lord of all the surrounding villages, and many other 
towns and domains in Yorkshire, as well as in several other counties in 
England. Soon after the period of the Domesday Survey, we find all the 
neighbouring towns and hamlets in a flourishing condition. 

Among the documents relating to Wyke, the earliest notice met with is a 
grant, without date, of lands" del Wyke de Mitune," made to the monks of 
Melsa or Meaux, probably about the year 1160, by Mati.lda, the daughter of 
Hugh Camin. The original charter is preserved among the ancient muni
ments o( the Corporation of Hull.• From this charter we learn that, in 
addition to the lordship of Myton, there was also a town which bore that 
name, and which in early times bad o. chapel. The latter was destroyed by 
the monks of Melsa, who made atonement in the sixth year of the reign of 
King John (1204), for this and other transgressions, by paying 100 shillings 
as a compromise to Richard Ducket, then parson of the church of Hesslc.t , 

The necessity of providing an additional place of public worship within the 

• A fac-simile of this curious relic is engraved in Mr. Frost's Historic Notices, p. 8. 

+ Lib. Melse ex MSS. nup. W. H . Smyth, anning. 11pud Heath, fol. 63. 
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